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fanfare 
/ˈfanfɛː/ 
 
noun 
a short ceremonial tune or flourish played on brass instruments, typically to introduce 
something or someone important. 
 
 
Composer Karen Wimhurst in Collaboration with the Museum of Design in Plastics(MoDiP)are 
excited to announce the launch of The Fanfares Project. This is an opportunity for your 
students to access live streamed composition and performance workshops by the Synthetica: 
A Toxic Enchantment creators as well as an exciting opportunity to have the outcomes of the 
workshops performed live as part of B-side festival in Weymouth (TBC) and BEAF festival in 
Bournemouth. This is a great occasion to nurture budding composers and kickstart a live 
project which asks students to think about the future in a focused and knowledge-driven way.  
 

About the Opera 
Synthetica: A Toxic Enchantment is a contemporary opera that charts the history of plastics. 
Over twelve chapters the work explores the meteoric rise of plastics throughout the 
twentieth century to Synthetica, the world we live in today. We find ourselves on the tipping 
point of a new paradigm – one trajectory of our plastics voyage propels us ever beyond 
nature. Another takes us full circle to a re-evaluation of our greatest designer, Nature herself.  

First performed in 2018 the Opera is an evolving work which responds to current topical ideas 
and discoveries in collaboration with MoDiP housed at Arts University Bournemouth.  

 
The broader Synthetica project 

 
Alongside live performances, Synthetica is being translated into a user navigated timeline 
charting the history of plastics accessible on a dedicated website. Your students will be able 
to watch each chapter on video and delve into each moment in history. Each chapter will 
incorporate educational resources aimed at KS3, KS4 and KS5 consisting of a cross curricular 
series of ideas and tasks along with suggested lesson plans for teachers. 
 
The website launches in December 2020 and we invite you and your students to get involved 
in The Fanfares Project any time between November 2020 and April 2021.  
 
 
 
 



How to get involved 
 
Contributors are invited to participate in creating the final chapter of the opera – chapter 13 
Plastics Future- The Sound of Change (working title Katharine and Karen). Each contribution 
will be reviewed by composer Karen Wimhurst and a curated selection broadcast on the 
Chapter 13 page on the Synthetica Website. Twelve contributions will be selected and 
performed by BBC symphony trumpeter Elaine Close at BEAF festival in May 2021.  
 
Your contribution will consist of a Fanfare and an announcement to herald in the new age. 
The fanfare must consist of a ceremonial tune or flourish no longer than 12 bars to be played 
on trumpet. This must be followed by an announcement of up to 300 words detailing your 
vision of the future and the role plastics will play in our lives.  
 
We recommend participating in the live streamed composition and performance workshops 
by the Synthetica: A Toxic Enchantment creative team. There are details below of who to 
contact in order to organise a workshop. Submissions can be accepted from individuals who 
have not accessed the workshops.   
 
Submissions are uploaded directly to the Synthetica website. A PDF or Microsoft Word file is 
accepted. The file must not exceed 5mb. 
 
The file name must include your second name, first name followed by your 
school/organisation: 
For example:       turner_lucy_DalryPrimarySchool.pdf 

 
Who to contact 

 
 
To arrange a workshop for your cohort please contact Lucy Turner on lturner@aub.ac.uk  
 
 
The fee for the online version of the workshop is £ 100 for up to 10 students. 
 
 
In the future we may be able to offer workshops in schools [England only]. The fee for this 
will be £150 for up to 10 students.  
 
For information about further educational opportunities from MoDiP contact  
modip@aub.ac.uk 
 
 
 

 



About the Creative Team 
 
Fanfare workshops are offered and led by Elaine Close and Karen Wimhurst. 
 
Elaine Close - Trumpet   

Elaine has worked with some of the UK's finest 
ensembles including BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, 
Halle, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, London 
Philharmonic, Orchestra of the Royal Opera house, 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra and Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia. She is currently Professor of Trumpet at the 
Royal Marines School of Music, Portsmouth. 
 
 
 

 
Karen Wimhurst - Composer   

Karen is a widely commissioned composer with chamber 
opera and theatre works receiving three fringe firsts and 
the Herald Angels Award.  Her practice explores 
innovative performance structures as in 'Miriam', 
'Bemused' and ‘Darwin and the Barnacle’ all chamber 
opera art/science pieces, and ‘Freedom, Bread and 
Peace’, a music led, multimedia exploration of Russian 
Communism 'The style of performance was innovative, 
not least in the fact that a new category of modern 
‘choral theatre’ was forged', The Stage. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


